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What Goes Around ... 
 
 
 One day a man saw an old lady stranded on the side of the road. 
Even in the dim light he could see that she needed help, so he pulled over 
in front of her Mercedes and got out. His old Pontiac was still sputtering 
when he approached her. Notwithstanding the smile on his face, she was 
worried. No one had stopped to help for the last hour or so. Was he going 
to hurt her? He didn't look safe. He looked poor and hungry. 
 
 The man could see that she was frightened, and cold, too, 
standing out in the chill evening air. He knew exactly how she felt. It was 
the kind of chill which only fear can put in you. “I'm here to help you, 
ma’am,” he said, as cheerfully as he could. “Why don’t you wait in your car 
where it’s warm? By the way, my name is Bryan Anderson.” The woman, 
still a bit suspicious, said nothing and got back in her car. 
 
 All she had was a flat tire, but for an old lady that was bad 
enough. Bryan crawled under her car looking for a place to put the jack, 
skinning his knuckles in the process. Pretty soon he was able to change 
the tire, though he got dirty in the process and his hands hurt. 
 
 As he was tightening the lug nuts, she rolled down the window 
and began to talk to him. She was slowly realizing that he was, indeed, a 
good Samaritan. She told him that she was from St. Louis and was just 
passing through. She couldn’t thank him enough for coming to her aid. 
Bryan just smiled as he closed her trunk. 
 
 The lady asked how much she owed him. Any amount would have 
been fine with her. She had repeatedly imagined all of the awful things 
that could have happened had he not stopped. But Bryan never thought 
twice about being paid. This wasn’t a job to him; he was just helping 
someone in need. God knows, there were plenty of folks who had given 
him a hand in the past. He had lived his whole life that way, and it never 
occurred to him to act in any other fashion. He told her that if she really 
wanted to pay him back, the next time she saw someone who needed help 
she could give that person the assistance they needed. “And think of me,” 
he added. 
 
 



Page 2 of 2 

 Bryan waited until she had started her car and driven off. It had 
been a cold and depressing day, but he felt good as he headed for home, 
disappearing into the twilight. 
 
 A few miles down the road the lady saw a small cafe. It was a 
dingy-looking place. Outside were two old gas pumps. The scene was 
wholly unfamiliar to her. But, hungry and still a bit cold, she decided to 
grab a bite and take the chill off before making the last leg of her trip 
home. 
 
 The waitress came promptly. She had a sweet smile, one that 
even being on her feet for the last ten hours couldn't erase. She seemed 
about eight months pregnant, but took the lady’s order and brought her 
food with cheerfulness, never letting the strain and aches change her 
attitude. The lady wondered how someone who apparently had so little 
could be so giving to a stranger. 
 
 Then she remembered Bryan. 
 
 When the lady finished her meal, she paid with a $100 bill. The 
waitress quickly went to get change, but the lady quietly slipped out the 
door and was gone by the time the waitress returned. The waitress 
wondered where the lady could be, and then noticed something written on 
the napkin. 
 
 There were tears in her eyes when she read what the lady had 
written: “You don't owe me anything. I’ve been there, too. Somebody 
once helped me out, the way I’m helping you. If you really want to pay me 
back, here’s what you can do: Don’t let this chain of love end with you.” 
 
 Under the napkin were four more $100 bills. 
 
 Well, there were tables to clear, sugar bowls to fill, and people to 
serve. The waitress made it through the rest of her long workday. That 
night, when she got home from work and climbed into bed, she was 
thinking about the money and what the lady had written. How could the 
lady have known how much she and her husband needed it? With the 
baby due next month, it was going to be hard. She knew how worried her 
husband was, and, as he lay sleeping next to her, she gave him a gentle 
kiss and whispered softly, “Everything’s going to be all right. I love you, 
Bryan Anderson.” 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


